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Proverbs Series #7: Wisdom’s Voice				         Pastor Ken Sistrunk
[bookmark: 3][bookmark: 4][bookmark: 5][bookmark: 6][bookmark: 7][bookmark: 8][bookmark: 9][bookmark: 10][bookmark: 11][bookmark: 12][bookmark: 14][bookmark: 15][bookmark: 16][bookmark: 17][bookmark: 18][bookmark: 19][bookmark: 20][bookmark: 21][bookmark: 22]Proverbs 8:1-21 1Does not wisdom call out, and understanding raise her voice? 2On the heights overlooking the road, at the crossroads she takes her stand. 3Beside the gates to the city, at the entrances she cries out: 4“To you, O men, I call out, and my cry is to the sons of men. 5O simple ones, learn to be shrewd; O fools, gain understanding. 6Listen, for I speak of noble things, and the opening of my lips will reveal right. 7For my mouth will speak the truth, and wickedness is detestable to my lips. 8All the words of my mouth are righteous; none are crooked or perverse. 9They are all plain to the discerning, and upright to those who find knowledge. 10Receive my instruction instead of silver, and knowledge rather than pure gold. 11For wisdom is more precious than rubies, and nothing you desire compares with her. 12I, wisdom, dwell together with prudence, and I find knowledge and discretion. 13To fear the LORD is to hate evil; I hate arrogant pride, evil conduct, and perverse speech. 14Counsel and sound judgment are mine; I have insight and strength. 15By me kings reign, and rulers enact just laws; 16By me princes rule, and all nobles who govern justly. 17I love those who love me, and those who seek me early shall find me. 18With me are riches and honor, enduring wealth and righteousness. 19My fruit is better than gold, pure gold, and my harvest surpasses choice silver. 20I walk in the way of righteousness, along the paths of justice, 21bestowing wealth on those who love me and making their treasuries full. (BSB)
Intro: There are three Hebrew concepts related to the word wisdom.
*The skill of acquiring knowledge.
*The knowledge acquired.
*The practical use of this knowledge. Lack of application of knowledge causes forgetfulness. 
I.  What are the details of this passage?
A.  The previous chapter mentions the voice of the harlot. This passage contrasts this voice with the voice of wisdom. V. 1-3
B.  Where we get our knowledge is important. We are instructed to be shrewd in what we listen to. A shrewd person exercises keep power of judgment. V. 4
C.  What we acquire has got to pass the noble test. V. 6-9
Philippians 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think on these things. (BSB)
D.  What we acquire has got to pass the discerning test also. V. 6
E.  We have to value wisdom. V. 10-12
F.  We have to practically apply what we have learned. V. 13-16
G.  We are rewarded for godly wisdom. V. 17-20
II.  How can we apply these truths?
A.  We must be willing to change where we get our information from. Remember: garbage in-garbage out. 
B.  We must be willing to learn discernment skills. 
C.  We must have our minds renewed with God’s word.
D.  If our actions do not match our profession, then we must conclude that we are not functioning within the wisdom of God. 
